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Troop 243 Outings & Activities  December starts with a Court of Honor celebrating the only Troop 243 Boy Scout to ever earn the Silver award upon entering the Venture program.  Will Kennedy is one of our Eagle Scouts and continues to impress everyone.  The very first weekend the troop takes off for our annual wilderness survival trip.  Work on the communication merit badge continues and we support St. Barnabas’ live nativity scene.  Crew 243 will also have their annual planning meeting.
Troop and Patrol Meetings on Wednesdays - All are welcome.  Scouts in Field/Class A uniforms are expected for all troop meetings while class B uniforms are ok for patrol meetings.  Except where noted, all meetings are held at St. Barnabas.
December 4th, 7:00 PM  – Patrol Meeting – Prepare for Camp out

December 11th, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting – Eagle Advancement - Service Patrol is Nuclear Squirrels
December 18th, 7:00 PM – Troop Christmas Party – Ice Skating – No Service patrol

December 25th, No Meetings 
Wilderness Survival Camp out – The week of December 7th we will have our annual wilderness survival camp out.  During this camp out the boys will learn a little about preparing already caught fowl for cooking, build a shelter out of the materials they find in the woods and generally learn how to live primitively.  They are able to accomplish some things that are required on the path to be an Eagle Scout.
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Venturing Silver Award Court of Honor – December 1st, we held a Court of Honor to celebrate one of our Eagle Scouts attaining the Venturing Silver Award status.  Will Kennedy is an Eagle Scout from Troop 243 who continued to have adventures with Troop 243’s companion organization, Venture Crew 243.  There are a couple of main paths a scout can take in the Venturing organization and Will has taken them both successfully.  First, along with several of his fellow Eagle Scouts around his age, he attained the  Venturing Ranger award, for adventures completed and all the knowledge that must be learned along the way.  After attaining that award, he along with a smaller number of his fellow Ventures, headed down the path to the silver award.  The silver award is a leadership path and is described by scouting like this. “Venturers must be proficient in emergency preparedness (including standard first aid, CPR, and Safe Swim Defense), participate in Ethics in Action, complete the Venturing Leadership Skills Course, earn the Venturing Gold Award, and earn at least one of the five Venturing Bronze awards.”  Will is the only Troop 243 scout to ever earn the Silver Award.   We are all very proud of Will.  

St. Barnabas Live Nativity Scene – On Sunday December 15, St. Barnabas will hold the 3rd annual Live Nativity.  Scouts and / or parents are needed to help direct traffic, from 4:30 until 8 PM.  Frank Hulsman is coordinating this for the troop and for St. Barnabas.  Please email Frank (frankhulsman@yahoo.com), to let him know when you will be able to help.  If you, or anyone in your family is interested in being a part of the manger scene, please contact Penny McTighe at the St. Barnabas office, 459-4251.  No prior experience is necessary, warm costumes will be provided, and a fun time is guaranteed.

Christmas Party – December 18th is Troop 243’s annual Christmas party.  In the past we have enjoyed snacks brought by troop members and bowling.  This year the PLC is investigating a skating party.  Whatever they end up doing, I’m sure it will be a great family occasion at which every member of our scouts’ families is invited.  Watch the weekly emails for more information as it becomes available.  
Miscellaneous – Venture Crew 243 will meet from 4:00 – 7:00 on December 15th at Mac Barr’s house to plan the coming year.   They will also leave next month for a winter Northern Tier adventure.  
Troop Leadership Meetings – There are no boy or adult leadership meetings in December.  The next Patrol Leader Council meeting is scheduled for January 26th at 5:00 at St. Barnabas.  Adult leaders will meet January 27th at 7:00 for the ASM meeting and 8:00 for the committee meeting, in the St. Barnabas annex.  Everyone is invited to all of our meetings.




























